Western Kentucky University

TopSCHOLAR®
WKU Archives Records

WKU Archives

2004

UA3/9/1 WKU 2003/2004 Annual Report
WKU President's Office

Follow this and additional works at: http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records
Part of the Education Commons, Human Resources Management Commons, and the Insurance
Commons
Recommended Citation
WKU President's Office, "UA3/9/1 WKU 2003/2004 Annual Report" (2004). WKU Archives Records. Paper 1745.
http://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1745

This Other is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion in WKU Archives Records by an
authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, please contact topscholar@wku.edu.

BUSINESS GRADUATE NIPA JIANTREERANGKOOl

Western Kentucky University
2003/2004 Annual Report
2
Letter from the President
4
Academic Prominence/ Student Success

7
Faculty/ Staff Accolades
11
Economic Development/ Sponsored Research & Public Service
12
Private Fundraising

14
Athletics
16
Leadership

WKU· PRINTING PAID FROM STATE FUNDS, KRS 57.375

Our motto, The Spirit Makes the Master

evolving mission at Western is to engage

an institution, just compare most any

is the best way to state our promise. If you

our faculty, staff, and students in applied

measurable from seven years ago. One

come here as a student or as a member of

ways throughout our region, to identify

example is the demographics of our fac-

this faculty or staff, you will be exposed to

and solve problems, to serve our commu-

ulty. In 1997,40 percent of our faculty had

and, hopefully, catch thi s spirit-and live

nity in meaningful ways, and to lead.

more than 25 years of service to Western.

it while you are here and long th ereafter.

What do I mean by an engaged West-

Now, just five percent have that length

We believe in this identifying character of

ern experience? I believe it means imagi-

oftenure, and 40 percent have less tha n

Western.

native, personalized ways of teaching the

five years. In 2001, we had 562 fUll-t ime

humanities and the physical sciences,

faculty. In 2004, we had 646, an increase

tinctive are the quality of what we do here

Two other things that make us dis-

education and business, and the health

of 84 faculty positions in three years. Our

and the character of this campu s.

and life sciences in ways that connect the

budget capacity has nearly doubled from

We have taken steps to ensure high
academic quality and a physical rebuild-

content of these courses to important

$130 million in 199710 $242 million to-

questions in the larger world. It means an

day, and our budget dependencies have

ing of our campus. A mid-year

cha nged from state support to

tuition variable effective Janu-

tuition and sponsored and pri-

ary 2004, put the first pha se

vate support. Our enrollment

of an academic quality plan in

has seen an upswing of 4, 100

motion. The four-year tuition

students. The physica l trans-

schedule put s a second phase

formation of our campus is

in motion in January 2005.

we ll under way. Our enhanced

What is most important is a re-

academic quality is ta king

affi rmation of our commitment

root. Our emerging mission

to quality. I can make sure we

of engagement and applied

invest money into our academ-

research is th e underpinning of

ic experience, that we have a

ou r new commitment to drive

fair and competitive pricing

the economy of our broader

structure to sustain it, and that

community. And most impor-

it is being spent in ways that

COLONNADE

rai se our academic stature.

tan tly, our attitude of su ccess
is boosting our confiden ce

emphasis on internships, service learning,

in achievement. In a few short years, we

ment to qual ity is th e emerging theme of

and oth er practical experiences t hat help

have gone from being co ntent to being

engagement. We must prepare our stu-

students connect their aca demic learn-

regionall y important to absolutely certain

Another key variab le in our commit-

dents to not only think and reason and be

ing with life. It means offerin g a wealth

th at we can be nationally prominent. Aca-

skilled in one or more disciplines, but we

of programs, both curri cular and co-cur-

demic, student life, and athletic success at
th e national level now surround us.

must also prepare them to be productive

ricular, which foster civic responsibility,

citizen s in a global society. To be informed.

appreciation of dive rsity, global tol erance,

To ca re. To serve. To lead. Those values

confid ence, and a hunger to serve. It

start wi th us.
We engage our students in a learning

t his transformation. The value of some

means a growing empha sis in identifying

160,000 WKU degrees awarded over the

and sol ving probl ems in ou r commun ity

last 98 years is going up!

environment, which inspires academic

and region, and applied and relevant re-

excellence and social responsibility. A

search which, whenever possibl e, is done

Western education is not an end or an

collaborativel y.

outcome, rather it is the means to address

I invite you to experience and support

Western Kentucky University has

and advance a broad range of intellectual,

changed dramatically in recent years. If

economic, civic, and social priorities. Our

anyone thinks we are not tra nsforming

o

Th e Spirit Makes th e Master,

Academic Prominence/
Student Success
History student Meghan Bishop received a $5,000 national Phi Kappa
Phi Graduate Fellowship for 2004-05
to pursue a master's degree in public

the direction of faculty memhers
Cathleen Webb and Rezaul Mahmood .
The $245,000 project continues for
three years.

history.
The School of Journalism and Broadcasting finished fourth overall in
the Hearst Journalism Awards com-

Alumnae Rosarae Tieken received a
$30,000 fellowship to attend Savannah College of Art and Design heginning in the fall of 2004.

Graduate student Pat Kambesis led
a team of expert cave explorers and

petition. Jae Lee, an undergraduate

from South Korea, placed first in the
individual photojournalism competition. WKU also won hest non-daily
TV newscast from Region 5 of the
Society of Professional Journalists
and won the radio division of the
Kentucky Associated Press Student
Awards.
Undergraduate students Adam Smith
of Grahill, Ind.; KortneyWonderllch of
Shelhyville; Sarah Jones of Lafayette,
Tenn.; and Jacob Hamlin of Stearns,
won hest annual report and husiness
plan at the 40th annual International
Collegiate Business Strategy Competition.

Mechanical Engineering undergraduates Timothy Clayton of Tell City,
Ind.; Kathryn Hess of Auhurn; J.D.
McQueen of Alvaton; and Christopher
Rich of Bee Spring won the American
Society for Mechanical Engineers Region VI Student Design Competition
in March 2004.

surveyors on a three-week expedition
to China's Hunan Province in April
2004. Graduate student Mark Graham
was the group's geographic information systems specialist.
Western's Puhlic Radio Service,
WKYU-FM, won several awards from
the 2004 Kentucky Associated Press
hroadcast competition, including
best newscast, best series, best public
service reporting, best investiga-

STUDENT SAMANTHA TALLEY IN WATERS LAB

tive/enterprise reporting, hest use of
sound, hest feature and hest sports
reporting.
Western's campus chapter of the

The National Science Foundation's
Research Experience for Undergraduates Program funded a team of students to study the Upper Green River/Mammoth Cave watershed, under

The Center for Water Resource Studies received a $75,000 grant from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency for work to improve the safety of
Kentucky drinking water supplies.

Society of Professional Journalists was
honored as the outstanding chapter
in Region 5 (Illinois, Indiana and
Kentucky). The School of Journalism and Broadcasting also had three

national finalists in SP) student
competitions - WKU NewsChannel

TheWKU ForensicTeam repeated

12 in telev ision non-daily newscasti

another historic feat by claiIning

WWHR's Matt Horstman of Muhlenberg County in radio spot news reporting; and College Heights Herald's
Josh McCoy of Fancy Farm in spot
news photography.

the debate and individual events
t itles at the National Forensic Association tourname nt. Western's
team became the first in the NFA's
34-year history to win both the individual events sweepstakes and
debate sweepstakes. Earlier this year,
Western repeated as champion of the

The WKU Steel Bridge Team finished
fourth overall and first in aesthetics
at the American Society for Civil Engineers' Oh io Valley Regional Conference Student Steel Bridge Competitian in April 2004.

a sweep of major titles and added

International Forensics Association
and American Forensics Association
tournaments.

The Block and Bridle Club in Western's Department of Agriculture
captured first place in the Activities Scrapbook contest at the San
Antonio national convention. The

Block and Bridle Club is made up of
students wi th a primary interest in
animal science or related area of agri culture.

WKU civil engineering students fin-

ished 13th overall at the 17th annual
National Concrete Canoe Competition. Western's UMatrix Reinforced"

was one of 22 national finalists in

DR. DOUG SC HMUCKER (CENTER) WITH ENGINEERING STUDENTS JASON MILES (LEFT) AND KYLE HUNT (RIGHT)
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tional Fraternity. The award, created
in 1963 and named for Past Grand
Consul J. Dwight Peterson of Indi·
ana, is the highest honor presented
to an undergtaduate chapter and
recognizes chapters for meeting or
surpassing award criteria in all areas
of chapter operations.

JULIA SHADDAN LEADS CLASS IN PARALEGAL STUDIES

the competition in Washington,
D.C. Western's concrete canoe team,
which has advanced to the national
competition for nine consecutive
years, had placed in the top 10 na·
tionally for the past four years, in·
cluding a founh·place finish in 2002.

fraternity 's three highest awards, is
presented for excellence in chapter
operations, campus involvement,
community service and leadership.
The Zeta Mu chapter of Sigma Chi won
the Peterson Significant Chapter
Award from the Sigma Chi Interna·

The Public Relations program has
joined an elite list of 15 other schools
in the country by gaining cenmca·
tion from the Public Relations Society of America. Already accredited
by Accredi ting Council of Schools in
Journalism and Mass Communication, WKU's PR program is a member
of an even shaner list of schools
wi th dual certification.
Matthew Ransdell of Bowling Green
was one of four Ken tucky students
to panicipate in The Washington
Center's Campaign 2004 Academic
Seminar at the National Democratic
Convention in Boston.

The marketing campaign for the
Southern Kentucky Festival of Books

was honored by the Kentucky Tour·
ism Council with a first place in
excellence in marketing campaign at
the council's annual conference. The
festival is presented each spring by
WKU Libraries/Kentucky Museum ,
Bowling Green Public Library and
Barnes & Noble Booksellers. It is the
state's largest literary event.
Phi Delta 11Ieta and Sigma Chi fra·
ternities at Western received notable chapter awards. The Kentucky
Eta chapter of Phi Delta 11Ieta won
the Founders Trophy from the Phi
Delta Theta International Fraterniry.
The Foun ders Trophy, one of the

Western's student newspaper and yearbook were honored at
the spring College Media Convention in New York City. The
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD won two Silver Crowns, one for the
2002 fall semester and one for the 2003 spring semester, and
the Talisman won a Silver Crown for the 2003 yearbook.
The COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
also received five awards at
the 32nd annual conference of
College Newspaper Business
and Advertising Managers. The
Herald won best in category for
newspaper promotional campaign' first place for best color
newspaper promotional ad and
third place for best rate card, best
training program and best electronic banner display ad.

Faculty/Staff Accolades
Sam Evans, dean of the College of Ed-

ucation and Behavioral Sciences, was

elected to the Board of Governors of
the Renaissance Group for a two-year
term beginning October 2004 and
the Kentucky Education Professional
Standards Board until June 2008.

Music professor Michael Kallstrom
was a featUIcd guest composer
for the annual Heidelberg College
New Music Festival in Heidelberg,
Germany, in April 2004.

Psychology professor Carl Myers and
graduate students Kristina Sidebottom
and Sara Alvey presented papers at
the 2004 meeting of the National Association of School Psychologists.

Chemistry professor Wei-Ping Pan received the 2004 Outstanding Service
Award from the North American
Thermal Analysis Society.

curriculum and instruction, was se-

lected by the National Council for
Accreditation of Teacher Education
to be a social studies teacher edueation program reviewer through June
2009.

Judy Davison, assistant professor in
Curriculum and Instruction, received

Saundra Curry Ardrey, head of the

elected president of the Kentucky
Political Science Association at its
March conference. She is the firs t
African American to serve as presi-

dent of the association. The 2005
annual conference will be hosted by
the WKU Department of Political
Science.

Under the direction of physics
and astronomy professor Charles
McGruder, WKU is working to install
a research grade telescope in Rwanda.
David Keeling, head of the Geography
and Geology Department, serves on
the board of directors of the American Geographical Society.

John Moore, associate professor of

Political Science Department, was

American Philosophical Society for
the project "The Chapel of the Court
of Flanders."

SAUNDRA CURRY ARDREY

Associate music professor Mary
Wolinski was elected president/ trea-

surer of the South-Central chapter of
the American Musicologieal Society
for 2004-05. She also won a 2004
Franklin Research Award from the

a Fulbright Senior Specialists Grant
in Education at The University of
Greenwich. The Fulbright Senior
Specialists Program offers two· to
six-week grants to leading U.S. academics and professionals to support
curricular and faculty development
and institutional planning at academic institutions in 140 countries.

Phil Myers, Sponsored Programs direc-

tor, received the Senior Professional
Service Achievement Award from
the National Council of Research
Administrators, Region ill in May
2004.
Charles Bussey, history professor,

spent 10 months in Norway as a Fulbright Professor at Agder University
College in Kristiansand, Norway.
"A Postcard from Norway: How
America Looks from Here" was published in the book Where We Stand:
Voices of Southern Dissent, which
contained a foreword by President
Jimmy Carter. Bussey also partici-

Low-Cost, High-Temperature Mercury Sorbent for Coal-Fired Power
Plants." Webb was recognized for
working with HydroTech Engineering and the South Dakota School of
Mines and Technology on a project
titled "Limestone-Based Material
for Arsenic Removal from Drinking
Water.
II

and Future Directions for her 20-plus
years of working with gifted children,
their educators and parents I'oupled
with her advocacy work on the local, state, national and international

levels.
Patricia Blewett, M. D., Health Ser-

vices, was recognized as a Fellow of
the American Academy of Family
Physicians. This honor recognizes
members who have distinguished
themselves among their colleagues
and communities by their service
to family medicine, advancement of
health care to their patients and professional development through medical education and research.

Journalism faculty member Linda
Lumsden was one of 20 participants
in the American Society of Newspaper Editors' 2004 Institute for Journalism Excellence. Lumsden and the
other professors worked as reporters,
photographers, copy editors and online producers as part of an intensive
ASNE program that strengthens ties
between educators and editors.

John H. Petersen, associate vice presi-

Chemistry professors Wei-Ping Pan
and Cathleen Webb were recognized
at the 2004 National EPA Science
Forum Award Ceremony. Pan was
recognized for his work with Sorbent
Technology on a project titled" A

Julia Roberts, director of the Center
for Gifted Studies, was selected as
one of the 50 most influential people
in gifted education. She is recognized
in Profiles of Influence in Gifted
Education: Historical Perspectives

dent for Academic Affairs and professor of Political Science, received a
Fulbright award from the U.S.-Korea
International Education Administrators Program for Summer 2004.
Petersen is one of approximately 800
U.S. faculty and professionals who

JULIA ROB ERTS

WEI-PING PAN

JOHN H. PETERSEN

pated in an author's conversation and

book signing at the Carter Presidential Library.

will travel to 140 countries for the
2.004-2.005 academic year through the
Fulbright Scholar Program.
El izabeth Lemerise, professor of psy-

1
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chology, graduate students Brenna
McCormick and April Bowersox, and
undergraduate Jessica Jolly presented
a paper at the 2.004 Conference on
Human Development.

Music faculty member Jeff Phillips
was appointed to a two· year term on

the Tennessee Music Education Association's Executive Board as state

band chair.

J

Psychology professor Bill Pfohl traveled to Denmark to train a group of
30 European school psychologists in
crisis response. Pfohl presented two
workshops at the April 2.004 meeting
of the National Association of School
Psychologists. The workshops were,
"Working with Personal Digital Assistants: Beginning Workshop," and

"Working with Personal Digital Assistants: Advanced Workshop." Pfohl
was also elected president of the National Association of School Psychologists and received the association's

2.004 Presidential Award recognizing
him for his service to children and to
NASP.

1

}

Two faculty mem bers were awarded
Fulbright Scholar grants and the University hosted a Fulbright Visiting
Scholar during the 2.003-04 academic
year. Eric Daniel Conte, an associate

professor of chemistry, conducted
research on "Electromodulation on

Cinder and Clay Modified Stationary Phases" at National Chung-Hsing University in Taichung, Taiwan.
Charles J_Bussey, a retired history

professor, lectured on American

Studies at Agder University College
in Kristiansand, Norway. Semra

Feriha Ascigil, a business administra-

tion instructor at Middle East Technical University in Ankara, Turkey,
visited the Gordon Ford College of
Business conducting research on

organizational justice and employee
behavior.
Music Professor John Carmichael was
selected by the executive board of
the National Band Association to
serve as editor of the NBA Journal.
Raymond Poff, assistant professor of

physical education and recreation,
was elected president of the Assoeiation of Outdoor Recreation and Education at the association's 17th inter·
national conference in Orem, Utah.
Marshall Gray, Postal Services direc-

tor, was elected to the National Association of College and University
Mail Services board of directors.
Forensics Director Judy Woodring
was named the 2003 Kentucky Forensics Coach of the Year.
Elizabeth Oakes and Jane Olmsted
of the Women's Studies Program
received the 2003 Sallie Bingham
Award from the Kentucky Foundation for Women for their work on the
Kentucky Feminist Writers Series.
The Sallie Bingham Award is pre-

sented to a woman artist or activist

who has done the most to promote
feminist arts in Kentucky. This is
the first time the award has been pre-

WAYNETARRANT (LEFT) AND ANDREW WULFF (RIGHT)

sociation, a professional organization

of geology, and Wayne Tarrant, as-

of more than 20,000 members. Her
term continues through 2005. She
chaired the August 2003 National
Executive Committee Meeting and
the National Board Meeting that was
held in Oklahoma City.

sistant professor of mathematics, are

sented to a team.

Two faculty members in Western's
Ogden College of Science and En-

Mitzi Groom, Music Department

gineering received research awards

head, is the national president of
the American Choral Directors As-

from Oak Ridge Associated Universities. AndrewWulff, assistant professor

among 25 recipients of 2004 Ralph
E. Powe Junior Faculty Enhancement Awards. The grants of $5,000
each are intended to provide "seed
money" to allow faculty members in
their first two years of tenure track
at ORAU member institutions to enhance their research during the early
stages of their careers. Each recipient's institution matches the ORAU
award with an additional $5,000.

Economic Development/

Sponsored Research
& Public Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture
awarded $760,000 to Western to expand the digital broadcasting service
of WKYU-PBS. The project will make
WKYU-DT/ 18 a full-power digital
TV station and enables Western to
multicast and provides high definition TV broadcasting to an II-county
area of southcentral Kentucky. The
grant was awarded under the new
Rural Public Television Digital Transition Grant.

Western was awarded nearly $1 .2
million in federal funds to improve
technology and enhance instructional programs in its new Complex for
Engineering and Biological Sciences.
The $1,192,000 appropriated through
the efforts of U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell were used to purchase stateof-the-art equipment to be used by
students interested in electrical, civil
and mechanical engineering, biodiversi ty or biotechnology.

A pilot program at Western that
helps train nursing educators
received a $400,000 boost from U.S.
Sen. Jim Bunning. Sen. Bunning delivered the federal funding for a oneyear accelerated master of science
in nursing program, which prepares
graduates to function in the role of
nurse educator. This program will
help address the serious shortage in
nursing faculty, which compounds
the shortage of practicing nurses.

Western received a $2 million grant
from the U.S. Depart ment of Energy
for a project to help reduce pollution
from coal-fired power plants. The
grant was awarded to Drs. Wei-Ping
Pan, Kunlei liu and John T. Riley for
their project "Establishment of an
Environmental Control Technology Laboratory with a Circulating
Fluidized Bed Combustion System."
The award is the largest competitive
grant ever received in the Ogden College of Science and Engineering.

Students attending Western will
know their tuition for the next four
years, thanks to an innovative tuition plan approved by the Board
of Regents. The four-year tuition

BSN STUDENT LAUREN WHELAN

schedule also outlines specific uses
for the revenue generated by tuition
increases, including campus improvement and academic enhancements. For 2004-06, fall rates are
set to address specific budget needs,
such as salaries, benefits, utilities
and infrastructure. Spring rates are
set to address campus quality enhancements, including academic
priorities in spring 2005 and capital
needs in spring 2006.

Western received more than $29.4
million in sponsored research funding for fiscal year 2004 through 337
awards .

Private Fundraising
WKU closed the 2003-2004 fiscal
year with a record-breaking $12-5
million received in cash gifts as well
as an all-time high for the combined
endowment. The combined endowment for WKU rose to $69.2 million,
up 23 percent from last year's recordbreaking $56.4 million.
The $12.5 million cash
figure represented a 52 percent increase over gifts received just four years ago.

• A total of 15.1 percent of
Western's alumni gave to Western
last year, a figure that was up 8
percent over last year. This level
of participation compares favorably to the national average of
7.5 percent for all public master's

Other notable highlights
from the 2003-2004 fiscal
year include:
• Corporate giving was
up 90 percent to an
all-time high of $7.2
million.

• President's Circle
membership rose to
1,585 members. This
number represents a 10 percent
increase from last year, and a 90
percent increase from membership just four years ago. The
President's Circle recognizes
donors who give at least $1,000
each year to the U ni versi ty.

level institutions, as reported
through the Council for Aid to
Education.
• Total gifts to University Athletics were up 6 percent to $1.5
million. This number also represents more than $1 million

raised on behalf of the Hilltopper
Athletic Foundation, which provides scholarship support to 350
WKU student-athletes on an annual basis.
• Gifts from Western faculty and
staff members were up 92 percent from last year, with
$769,538 in gifts received
from 710 employees.
A $250,000 gift from The
Humana Foundation of Louisville, Ky., will be used to
create a visiting professorship in business leadership
and ethics at Western in
memory of Wendell Cherry,
the co-founder of Humana Inc. This gift will be
matched by $250,000 from
the Commonwealth of
Kentucky 'S Regional University Excellence Trust
Fund to create a total professorship
fund of $500,000.
Norton Healthcare of Louisville made
an innovative gift to Western that
will help alleviate the shortage of
healthcare workers in the state. The
gift of $240,000 will create the Nor-

ton Healthcare Scholars Program,
a scholarship fund for students enrolled in medical technology, health-

Excellence Trust Fund to create a total professorship fund of $500,000.

care information systems, respira-

Margaret and Cal Turner Jr. gave

tory care, pre-pharmacy, and both
the associate's and bachelor's degree

$500,000 to create the "Margaret and
Cal Turner Professorship in journal-

nursing progranlS.

ism" in the Potter College of Arts,

A $250,000 gift from BB&T has created a Visiting Professorship in
Business Leadership and Ethics at
Western. The gift will be matched by
$250,000 from the Commonwealth
of Kentucky'S Regional University

Humanities and Social Sciences. The
gift was matched by $500,000 from
the Commonwealth of Kentucky's
Regional University Excellence Trust
Fund, creating a total endowment of
$1 million for the Turner Professorship.

Owensboro Mercy Health System

made a gift of 565,000 in 2003, annually renewable for up to five years
for a total of $325,000 if renewed, to
support 10 nursing scholarships for
students who agree to return to the

hospital to work upon graduation.
The scholarships will be awarded to
students who possess qualities that
reflect the core commitments of

OMHS, which are integrity, teamwork, inn ovation, respect, service

and excellence.

TEN Of THE MARY HUTTO SCHOLARS ARE PICTURED ABOVE. ROW 1 - TiffANY STEWART. KATIE MCDOWELL. ALAINA ATCHER.
ROW 2 - JENNifER BEVINGTON. ALLISON MCDOWELL, RACHEL fOSTER, ELISSA ROBERTS. ROW 3 - EMILY LOVAN, JULIETHOMAS, KELSEY CARTER.
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Athletics
Several WKU teams and individual
athletes participated in NCAA postseason competition. Team participants included football (for the fourth
straight year), baseball (first time
since 1980, second overall), and men's
and women's cross country.

Individual NCAA participants included Marci Kacsir (women's swimming and diving; Jonathan Brown,
Kristo Galeta, Dennis Mitchell and
Raigo Toompuu, men's outdoor track
&. field 4 x 100-meter relay team; and
Cara Nichols, Tiffany Porter-Talbert
and Shanea Wilson, women's outdoor
track &. field_

Sun Belt Conference championships
went to volleyball (East Division, regular season I, men's and women's cross
country, women's swimming, women's

basketball (co-East Division, regular
season), men's outdoor track & field
and baseball .
Three coaches were honored as
coaches of the year: David Holmes
(Missouri Valley Conference, men 's
soccer), Dr_ Curtiss Long (Sun Belt
Conference, men's cross country,
women's cross country, men's outdoor track) and Bill Powell (Sun Belt,
eo-women's swimming).

Players of the year honors went to:
Matt Gunning (baseball), Mi ke Wells
(men's basketball). Wells was also the
defensive player of the year.
Caron Blotch (volleyball) and Nigel
Dixon (men's basketball) were named
newcomers of the year.
Daniel Roberts, men's cross country
and Bonita Paul, women's cross country, each won the race at the Sun Belt
Conference Championships.
All-Sun Belt Conference honors went
to 31 men and 48 women (includes
multiple honors in track and swimming).
Fifteen football team members
earned All-Gateway Football Conference honors, including nine on the
first-team.
Quarterback Justin Haddix was
named Gateway freshman of the
year.
Five members of the men's soccer
team were named Ali-Missouri Valley
Conference.

CHARLES THOMPSON

JESSIE WAGNER

Karl Swanson and Chad Walts were
named Missouri Valley Conference
men's swimmers of the year.

WKU ath letes also were among
the league's leaders in acade mic
performance.

Western had a tOtal of 125 studentathletes honored by the Sun Belt
Conference, tying New Mexico State
for the high tOtal despi te the fact that
N MSU had 23 football players recognized - the Toppers do not compete
in the league in foot ball . WKU led all
schools with 67 individuals on the
Commissioner's List, which includes
all student-athletes with a gradepoint average of 3.5 or better, and had
another 58 placed on the Academic
Honor Roll (3.0-3.49 C PA).
Brian Claybourn, Casey Rooney and
Karl Maslowski were named to the

Cateway Football Conference
All-Academic Team while soccer
players Steven Medlock and David
Payne earned honorable mention
accolades on the Missouri Valley
Scholar-Athlete Team.
More than half of WKU 's studentathletes - 193 of 358 - carried a 3.0
grade-point average in the spring semester, while ISS have a cumulative
grade-point average of 3.0 or better.
Those figures include 24 student-a thletes who posted a perfect 4.0 semester CPA.
Five of Western's 20 programs sport a

team C PA of 3.0 or higher.
Six individuals were recognized on
CoSIDA Academic All-District IV
squads: Cheyenne Carmack (track/
cross country), Cara Nichols (track/
cross country ), Mikus Paipars (tennis),
Daniel Roberts (track/cross country),
Melissa Robinson (soccer) and
Allison Silver (softba ll). It's the second
straight year that Silver earned the
distinction.
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